Where the Red Fern  Grows

by Wilson Rawls

Chapters by Repeated Story Line:

Chapter 1.................Billy remembers his dogs.

Chapter 2.................Billy wanted two puppies.

Chapter 3.................Billy saved money to buy two puppies.

Chapter 4-5.............Billy walked a long way to get the puppies.

Chapter 6-7.............Old Dan and Little Ann are ready for hunting season.

Chapter 8................Old Dan and Little Ann chased a raccoon up a tree.

Chapter 9................Old Dan and Little Ann caught their first raccoon.

Chapter 10..............Little Ann was smarter than Old Dan.

Chapter 11..............Billy saved Little Ann from the river.

Chapter 12-13.........Billy hunted the ghost raccon with Rubin and Rainie.

Chapter14-15..........Billy entered Old Dan and Little Ann in a contest.

Chapter 16-17.........The hunting group got caught in blizzard.

Chapter 18..............Billy won the gold cup.

Chapter 19..............Old Dan and Little Ann saved Billy from a lion.

Chapter 20..............Billy would never forget Old Dan and Little Ann.

Chapter 1 Vocabulary

Billy 
fight 

dog
collar

home
walked 

Chapter 1

Billy heard dogs fighting one night as he walked home. Many dogs were trying to fight one dog.  The dog hid under a bush. The dog was fighting them off one by one. Billy didn't think it was fair. He scared them off by waving his coat.  

Billy remembers his dogs.

After the dogs left, Billy called to the dog under the bush. The dog came out and put his head in Billy's hand. Billy saw he was wearing a collar with the name Buddie on it. Billy took him home and gave him a bath.  

Billy remembers his dogs.
Billy fed the dog warm milk and a lot of steak. After the dog ate the food, he seemed ready to leave. Billy let him outside and opened the gate.  The dog walked down the street and turned to look at Billy.  

Billy remembers his dogs.

Billy waved goodbye and left the gate open just in case he wanted to come back.  It brought back memories of the two hound dogs that Billy had growing up almost 50 years ago. 

Billy remembers his dogs.

Chapter 2 Vocabulary

hunter
puppy

mother
father

money
raccoon

Chapter 2

Billy was ten years old and he wanted two puppies.  Billy could see the raccoon tracks by the river.  He wanted to be a raccoon hunter.  His father said he would get Billy a free puppy.  The puppies Billy wanted cost money.Billy wanted two puppies. 
Billy's mother and father did not have money for the puppies.  Billy would have to save money for the puppies.  His father bought him traps so he could be a hunter.  Traps are machines used to catch wild animals. Billy trapped a lot of animals in the traps.  He did not catch a raccoon.  

Billy wanted two puppies. 

At night, Billy could hear a hunter outside. He could hear the dog hunting raccoons and he could not sleep.  Billy's mother thought he was sick.  Billy's father said Billy was not sick.  Billy needed to be in the sun after a long winter.  

Billy wanted two puppies. 
Billy's father said Billy was growing into a man at the age of eleven.  Billy should start helping his father at home on the farm.Billy wanted two puppies. 

Chapter 3 Vocabulary

dollars
 
grandfather

magazine
 candy


skins
   
sisters

Chapter 3

One day Billy found a magazine about hunting and fishing. In the magazine there were ads selling puppies.  Puppies were 25 dollars each.  Billy decided to work.  He would save 50 dollars to buy two puppies.  

Billy saved money to buy two puppies.

He sold small fish to fishermen.  He picked berries to sell.  He also sold skins to his grandfather's store.  After two years, Billy had enough money to buy two puppies.  Billy asked his grandfather to help him.  Grandfather was proud of Billy for saving the money.  

Billy saved money to buy two puppies.

Grandfather said he would write to the kennel in Kentucky to find out if they still had puppies for sale.  He told Billy not to tell his mother and father about the puppies yet.  

Billy saved money to buy two puppies.

Grandfather gave Billy a sack full of candy to take home.  Grandfather said Billy could pay him for the candy when he caught a raccoon.  Billy gave the candy to his three sisters.  Billy saved money to buy two puppies.

Chapter 4-5 Vocabulary

train station 
boys 

stationmaster 
marshall

river

pop 

Chapter 4-5

Grandfather told Billy he received a letter about the puppies.  The puppies were 40 dollars.  He gave Billy 10 dollars back.  Grandfather would find a ride for Billy to go to the train station.  Billy could pick up the puppies in two weeks.  Billy waited over a week but he wanted the puppies now.  Billy left home at night to get the puppies at the train station.  

Billy walked a long way to get the puppies.

When Billy got to town he bought overalls for his father. He bought cloth for his mother and sisters.  He also got his sisters a sack of candy.  On the way to the train station Billy saw boys playing on a slide beside a school.  After the bell rang, the boys went inside.  Billy slid down the slide.  He thought it was fun but scary too.  

Billy walked a long way to get the puppies.

When Billy arrived at the train station he talked to the stationmaster  The stationmaster said two puppies came for a boy named Billy Colman who lived up the river. Billy gave him the paper his grandfather had given him.  The stationmaster gave Billy the two puppies.  Billy carried the puppies in a sack.  As Billy was walking through the town, some boys started picking on him.  

Billy walked a long way to get the puppies.

Billy fought hard, but soon he was on the ground.  The boys started kicking him.  A marshal came over and the boys ran away.  He asked Billy if he would like a pop.  Billy told him he never had a pop before. The marshal bought Billy a strawberry pop.  A pop is 

another name for soda. 

Billy walked a long way to get the puppies.
Billy told the marshal that if he was ever down the river to come to his grandfather's store.  The marshal said that the store was 30 miles away and a long walk.  Billy told him goodbye and that he would be ok.  Billy stopped for the night at a cave and made a fire.  

Billy walked a long way to get the puppies.

All through the night a mountain lion howled.  The boy dog would howl every time to lion howled.  Billy threw rocks out the cave to scare the lion off.  The lion gave up and went down the mountain.

Billy walked a long way to get the puppies.

Chapter 6-7 Vocabulary

Old Dan 
store

Little Ann  
summer


fall


Chapter 6-7

Billy walked home by the left side of the river.  He got tired and sat down to think.  Billy did not have names for the puppies.  He saw the names Dan and Ann in a heart 

carved into a tree.  He decided to call the boy puppy Old Dan.  He would call the girl puppy Little Ann.  When Billy got home his parents already knew about the puppies. 

Old Dan and Little Ann are ready for hunting season.

Billy's mother and father were not mad about the puppies. They talked to Billy's grandfather about the puppies earlier that morning.  Billy's father asked him about the town.  Billy told him he did not like the town because people made fun of him.   Billy said the marshal was nice and bought him a pop. 

Old Dan and Little Ann are ready for hunting season.

Billy's sisters asked him questions about his trip.  He gave his sisters the candy. Billy said he needed to teach his puppies to hunt raccoons.  For three weeks Billy tried to catch a raccoon.  He still could not catch a raccoon.  Billy went to his grandfather for help at his store.  Grandfather taught Billy to make a special trap that would catch a raccoon.  

Old Dan and Little Ann are ready for hunting season.
After a week Billy finally caught a raccoon in a trap.  When Billy took the dogs with him to check the trap, Old Dan tried to attack the raccoon.  The raccoon was ready for Old Dan.  When Old Dan jumped at raccoon, the raccoon scratched him with his nails and bit him. Little Ann bit the raccoon on the back.  The raccoon let go of Old Dan. Billy went to get his father. 

Old Dan and Little Ann are ready for hunting season.

Billy told his father that he caught the biggest raccoon on the river. Billy brought the raccoon back home. He used the skin to train the puppies all summer and fall.  Soon it would be hunting season.

Old Dan and Little Ann are ready for hunting season.

Chapter 8 Vocabulary

winter

ax


tree

morning

breakfast
lunch


Chapter 8

The day hunting season opened was in the winter. Billy was very nervous.  His mother was worried about him hunting.  His father said Billy could hunt but he had to tell them where he would go hunting.  Billy told them he would go hunting by the river. Old Dan and Little Ann were ready to hunt when night came.  They smelled a raccoon and followed its trail all over.  

Old Dan and Little Ann chased a raccoon up a tree.

The raccoon tried to lose them by the river but the dogs were too smart.  They chased the raccoon up a very large tree. Billy had nicknamed the tree "the big tree."  He told the dogs the tree was too big.  He could not chop it down with the ax.  Billy said they could find another raccoon.  

Old Dan and Little Ann chased a raccoon up a tree.

The dogs kept looking at the tree and whining.  Billy could not let his dogs down because they had made a deal.  If the dogs could find a raccoon in a tree, Billy would get it for them.  He started chopping and kept chopping all night.  When morning came, his father rode up on their red mule.   A mule looks like a donkey.

Old Dan and Little Ann chased a raccoon up a tree.

Billy's   father said he'd help chop.  Billy needed to go get breakfast. Billy told him he wanted to do it on his own.  His father said ok.  He'd send his sister back with lunch. Billy ate lunch and then kept on chopping until the night came.

Old Dan and Little Ann chased a raccoon up a tree.

Chapter 9 Vocabulary

buggy dinner



scarecrow
man

idea
wind

Chapter 9

It was night and Billy's body was sore.  He sat down and called the dogs to him. Billy  told the dogs he could not chop anymore.  Suddenly, Billy's grandfather came riding up in his buggy.  His grandfather said that his mother was making chicken and dumplings for dinner. Billy loved chicken and dumplings.  Billy said he could finish chopping in the morning.  

Old Dan and Little Ann caught their first raccoon.

Billy and his grandfather did not want the raccoon to escape.  Billy's grandfather had an idea.  He could help Billy build a scarecrow.  The raccoon will think the scarecrow is a man.  The raccoon will stay in the tree.  Billy ate dinner and talked to his grandfather about being a raccoon hunter.  

Old Dan and Little Ann caught their first raccoon.

Billy's grandfather told him that people make coats out of raccoon skins.  He said Billy could make money selling the skins.  The next morning, Billy ate breakfast and started chopping the tree again with his ax.  His hands got sore and he had blisters on them.  Billy wrapped his hands up.  He prayed to God to help him finish chopping the tree.  

Old Dan and Little Ann caught their first raccoon.

The wind started to blow and the tree started to sway back and forth.  The tree fell down in the woods and the raccoon ran out of the tree. The dogs chased the raccoon and caught him.  Billy walked home carrying the raccoon skin.  When he got home, he showed the raccoon skin to his father. His father was very proud of him.

Old Dan and Little Ann caught their first raccoon.

Chapter 10 Vocabulary

cap 
smaller



den 
hole


Chapter 10

Billy's mother made him a cap out of his first raccoon skin.  He wanted to be a big raccoon hunter someday.  Billy brought the raccoon skins to his grandfather's store to sell.  He talked to other raccoon hunters and told them his stories.  Billy's dogs were smaller than the other hunting dogs.   Old Dan and Little Ann were small but good hunters. 

Little Ann was smarter than Old Dan. 

Little Ann was smarter than Old Dan.  One day they were hunting and Old Dan got lost in an old muskrat den.  A den is a place where animals live. Billy

searched for him by the river and the trees. Little Ann was the one that found him. Billy had to dig Old Dan out of the den. 

Little Ann was smarter than Old Dan. 
Another time, Old Dan got stuck in a tree.  He had climbed up a hole in the middle of the tree.  Billy had to climb the tree to get Old Dan out.

Little Ann was smarter than Old Dan. 

Chapter 11 Vocabulary

trouble 

blizzard 

snow 

bark

ice 

water


Chapter 11

Billy wondered what Old Dan would do if Little Ann ever got herself into trouble.  One night, he found out.  A blizzard had come through and left a lot of snow on the ground.  It was very cold. Billy's father told him to be careful when he went hunting that night. 

Billy saved Little Ann from the river.
Billy's dogs were chasing a raccoon that was very tricky.  The raccoon would go by the river and then run to the trees. Billy was following the dogs. He called for them, but did not hear them bark back.  It was quiet for a few minutes then Billy heard Old Dan barking by the river.  

Billy saved Little Ann from the river.

When Billy got to the river, he saw Little Ann there.  She had gone through a hole in the ice. Billy tried to walk on the ice, but it started to crack. Billy measured the river with his pole.  The river was not very deep. Billy had an idea.  

Billy saved Little Ann from the river.

He took off his clothes.  Next, he walked carefully into the river.  When Billy got close to Little Ann he used a pole with a hook.  He lifted Little Ann up by her collar and carried her out of the ice water.  Billy built a fire to warm them all up.

Billy saved Little Ann from the river.

Chapter 12-13 Vocabulary

Rubin 
Rainie 

ghost 
branch

sad

Chapter 12-13

Billy's grandfather talked about Old Dan and Little Ann to all the hunters.  One day Billy was in his grandfather's store.  There were two boys at the store named Rubin and Rainie.  They did not believe that Billy's dogs were good hunters.  Rubin and Rainie made a bet with Billy.  They said that Billy's dogs could not find the ghost raccoon.

Billy hunted the ghost raccoon with Rubin and Rainie. 

Billy bet them two dollars that his dogs would find the ghost raccoon.  That night, the boys went out to find the ghost raccoon with Little Ann and Old Dan.  The dogs chased the ghost raccoon all through the trees.  The ghost raccoon would disappear but Old Dan and Little Ann would pick up its scent or smell.  The ghost raccoontried to hide in a log.  

Billy hunted the ghost raccoon with Rubin and Rainie. 

Little Ann was smart and she found him.  The raccoon went running again.  Rainie was very excited.  Old Dan started barking.  Billy thought the ghost raccoon was in a tree.  Rubin and Rainie told Billy that the ghost raccoon was not in the tree.  Billy climbed the tree but could not find the ghost raccoon. Little Ann was waiting by a fence post that was made out of an old log.

Billy hunted the ghost raccoon with Rubin and Rainie. 

Billy knew the raccoon had pulled a trick.  He reached his hand into the top of the log.  The raccoon came running out.  The raccoon got into a tree and Billy climbed up after it.  Billy decided not to kill the raccoon because it was old.  Rainie and Rubin were mad.  The boys got their dog.  The dog started a fight with Old Dan and Little Ann.  Rubin started a fight with Billy. 

Billy hunted the ghost raccoon with Rubin and Rainie. 

Rainie yelled that Old Dan and Little Ann were winning the fight against their dog.  Rubin got Billy's ax and ran to save their dog.  Rubin tripped on a branch.  He fell on the ax.  Rubin died and Rainie was sad.

Billy hunted the ghost raccoon with Rubin and Rainie. 

Chapter 14-15 Vocabulary

contest 

cup

owl 

worry 

tent 

brush

Chapter 14-15

One of the boys came to Billy's home one day.  He told Billy to go see his grandfather at the store. Little Ann and Old Dan walked with Billy to the store.  His grandfather was sad about Rubin.  Billy told him it was an accident.  He was sad too.  His grandfather wanted to help Billy not be sad anymore.  He asked Billy if he wanted to enter a contest. Billy entered Old Dan and Little Ann in a contest.

Billy would have to be the hunter who got the most raccoon skins to win the contest.  Billy's grandfather said the winner got a gold cup.  Billy told his mother and father about the contest and the gold cup.  Billy's youngest sister said she wanted the gold cup.  Billy said he would give the gold cup to her if he won.  

Billy entered Old Dan and Little Ann in a contest.
Billy rode in the buggy to the contest with his

grandfather and his father.  They found a place to rest for the night.  Billy's grandfather gave Old Dan some meat.  Old Dan would not eat until Little Ann  had her meat too.  When they went to sleep that night, Billy heard an owl screech.  His grandfather woke up.  He asked Billy why he could not sleep. 

Billy entered Old Dan and Little Ann in a contest.

Billy told him that he heard an owl screeching.  Billy's grandfather told him not to worry and to try and get some sleep.  They arrived at the campground in the buggy the next day.  They set up their tent under a large tree.  Billy's grandfather said there would be a contest in the morning to see which dog is the best looking.  

Billy entered Old Dan and Little Ann in a contest.

The next morning when Billy walked out of the tent he saw men brushing their dogs.  He went back into the tent and used his grandfather's brush to brush Little Ann's fur.  After he finished using the brush on Little Ann he put some butter on her fur to make it shine.  The contest started and Billy hoped Little Ann would win.  

Billy entered Old Dan and Little Ann in a contest.

Little Ann  and another dog were the only one left.  In the end, Little Ann  won the contest.  She received a silver cup.  Tomorrow the big raccoon hunter contest would begin.

Billy entered Old Dan and Little Ann in a contest.

Chapter 16-17 Vocabulary

cold 
gun

afraid
 group

hear 
ankle

Chapter 16-17

At sundown they got into the buggy to go hunt for raccoons near the river.  The dogs and Billy got out of the buggy.  The dogs picked up the raccoon's scent quickly.  The dogs were running after the raccoon and ended up going through the campground.  

The hunting group got caught in a blizzard.

They could hear the men laughing and making barking noises at the dogs.  The dogs started barking near a tree. Billy knew they had found a raccoon. Billy's father fired a gun up into the air and the raccoon jumped out of the tree.  The dogs caught the raccoon.  

The hunting group got caught in a blizzard.

The hunting group was on their way to find another raccoon.  That night the dogs found three raccoons.  Only three sets of dogs were left to win the contest. Billy had a good chance to win the gold cup with Little Ann and Old Dan.  The next night, the sky looked very dark. 

The hunting group got caught in a blizzard.

Billy's father said a blizzard was coming.  The dogs started to chase a raccoon.  It was very cold and the ground was covered with snow.  Soon the hunting group could not hear the dogs at all.  They kept trying to hear them. 

The hunting group got caught in a blizzard.

Billy asked his grandfather if he could hear the dogs. Billy's grandfather said he could not hear at all in the blizzard.  The group was afraid they would lose the dogs.  Suddenly, Little Ann  came to Billy.  He asked her to help him find Old Dan.  

The hunting group got caught in a blizzard.

He held her by the collar and followed her to find Old Dan.  They heard Old Dan bark loudly. Billy's father asked Billy where his grandfather was. Billy did not know where to find his grandfather. Billy's father shot the gun in the air but it was not loud in the blizzard.  

The hunting group got caught in a blizzard.

The group walked until they found Billy's grandfather. Billy's grandfather sprained his ankle.  Billy went back to get Old Dan while the judge stayed with his grandfather.  When Billy got to the tree, his father started to chop it down with the ax.  Three raccoons ran out of the tree.  

The hunting group got caught in a blizzard.

Little Ann  caught one raccoon.  Old Dan caught the second raccoon. Billy chased after the third raccoon but it got away.  The group made a fire because Billy's grandfather was cold from lying in the snow.  The dogs ran after the third raccoon that Billy could not catch.

The hunting group got caught in a blizzard.

Chapter 18 Vocabulary

happy 
Doctor

Chapter 18

In the morning the blizzard was over.  The hunting group heard men making noise.  The other hunters were looking for them.  The hunters came to Billy.  They told him the dogs were under a tree barking.  The dogs were covered in snow. Old Dan and Little Ann looked like ghosts.  A hunter shot a gun into the air.  The raccoon jumped out of the tree and ran.  

Billy won the gold cup.

Old Dan caught the raccoon and the raccoon bit his ear. Little Ann bit the raccoon in the neck and the fight was over.  The hunters helped Billy's grandfather back to the camp.  They gave Billy 300 dollars and the gold cup. Billy caught the most raccoons and won the contest. Billy  was very happy and proud of Old Dan and Little Ann. 

Billy won the gold cup.

A doctor from the camp took Billy's grandfather to the hospital.  The doctor said he would take good care of his grandfather.  When Billy arrived home he could not wait to show his sisters the gold cup and the silver cup.

Billy won the gold cup.

Billy's sisters ran out of the home and were asking about the cups.  Billy gave the gold cup to his youngest sister and the silver cup to his other two sisters.  He gave his mother the 300 dollars.

Billy won the gold cup.

Chapter 19 Vocabulary

lion 
grave
Chapter 19

Billy had won the gold cup and the money but he still wanted to hunt.  That night, Billy went hunting with Little Ann and Old Dan near his home.  The dogs thought they were on the trail of a raccoon.  The dogs went through the trees and Billy was walking behind them.  Billy soon realized that the dogs were following a mountain lion and not a raccoon. 

Old Dan and Little Ann saved Billy from a lion.

Billy gripped his ax tightly.  Suddenly the lion jumped out of the tree at Old Dan.  Old Dan  was fighting the lion and Little Ann helped.  Billy hit the lion on his back with the ax.  The lion turned to fight Billy but Old Dan and Little Ann  tried to fight the lion too.  The dogs ran at the lion and were fighting it. 

Old Dan and Little Ann saved Billy from a lion.

Billy hit the lion with the ax and soon the lion was dead. Old Dan was hurt very badly.  Billy took Old Dan home.  Billy's mother tried to help Old Dan but he died that night.  Billy was very sad and he cried a lot.  Little Ann was very sad too, she missed Old Dan.  Little Ann would not eat any food. Billy tried to help Little Ann but she was too sad.  

Old Dan and Little Ann saved Billy from a lion.

After a few days she dragged herself to the grave of Old Dan.  She died on his grave. Billy was so sad.  He could not believe that both of his dogs were dead and in graves.Old Dan and Little Ann saved Billy from a lion.

Chapter 20 Vocabulary

spring 
fern

indian 
angel

red 

Chapter 20

It was finally spring.  Billy and his family were going to move to a new home.  They packed up the buggy with all of their things.  Billy walked to the graves of Old Dan and Little Ann.  He wanted to say goodbye to his dogs.  As he walked he could see a fern growing between the two dogs' graves.  When Billy got to the graves he saw it was a red fern.  

Billy would never forget Old Dan and Little Ann.

There is an Indian story about a red fern.  The Indian story says that a red fern can only grow in a special place.  The red fern grows from seeds planted by an angel.  The red fern could never die.  Billy ran to tell his mother and father about the red fern.  Billy's mother, father and sisters ran with Billy up to the graves.  

Billy would never forget Old Dan and Little Ann.

They saw the red fern and were very happy.  His sisters said that an angel had planted the red fern. Billy and his family left their old home later that day.  They got in the buggy and rode to the top of a large hill.  

Billy would never forget Old Dan and Little Ann.

At the top of the hill Billy looked down.  He saw the red fern between the two graves.  It looked like a red flag waving goodbye to him.  Billy knew that he would never forget Old Dan and Little Ann. 

Billy would never forget Old Dan and Little Ann. 
