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Chapter 1

-Camp Green Lake |s a

%?ﬁz

Camp for Bad Boys |




~ The Iargest lake 5i_n_ Texas used to be Green Lake."'

The lake is dry ngyv;?_--'l':h_e water is gone and the land is

‘& ‘ ' **5ﬁjif}§

T e

Stanley Yelnats was not a bad boy but a judge‘

said he was guilty. ~ The judge gave'--him a choice. The

judge said Stanley could go to jail or go to Camp Green

= i

Lake. The judge dld not tell Stanley about the camp

A = A %75%3

Camp Green Lake is a camp for bad boys.
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cajrhb-'-rri'ight bﬁe_';ftiln. So Stanley picks Camp Green 'Lake_._-

Stanley has a lot of trouble. Stanley blames his

trouble on his gi"éat-_g'téat-'g:l_*:a_n_dfather. When his

i




e

Camp Green Lake has no fences The Warden'd_oes-f-'

i%s

-?:_Q:':-_-'not have to worry about boys running away. There is

(2

-'nowhere to run. Stanley is a'SSiQ'ned to tentD. He meets

% S %S )

" the other boys. The boys tell Stanley he will have to dlg

== A = A

a blg hole everyday. Camp Green Lake is a camp for

% 5% S i

- bad boys.
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o Stanley':jtakes a shower. Water is scarce at

Camp Green Lake so hIS shower is. short Next, Stanley eats

is A, %

)

'jiﬁwalklng home one ‘day. The sneakers fall from a bridge.

A éz? R

ii'iCamp Green Lake is a place for bad boys.




One sneaker hits Stanley in the head. It turns out

. & | ";_l | |_."

police see Stanley withf__'ﬁthe_; sneakers anﬁdgﬁ"arreét “him.

b

" The judge gave him a chorce | rli-le-*-cou_ldﬁ'f:g'd- to

A =

jail or Camp Green Lake Stanley chose C'a'm-p Green Lake.

After dmner Stanley l:es on hlS cot and trles to sleep
i k= égg
In the mornlng the boys start dlgglng holes m the

= A= éz? gis

lake. Camp Green Lake |s a place for bad boys




Stanley digs his first hole and gets

g0 A =

~ blisters on his hands. Camp Green Lake is not"{é: 'fUh-_:"plaCe.

£ 4k

Digging is hardwork. It is so hot. Stanley is so_jtﬁitsty;':.?l-:l'e

<
.'t

~wants a drinkof water. He wantsto take ashower. Finally

kK A A

the boys finish digging and return to camp. Camp Green

= A & @°

Lake is a ‘camp for bad boys.




" misses his family. Before he goestosleep, he writes a

letter to his family. He does ndtVtéII his family about

A= A = A

'; Camp Green Lake. Camp Green Lake is a camp for bad”

by

boys.
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The next day Stanley is very sore. It hurts to

@

eat his oatfneal. f:. Stanley starts digging his second hole. He

X

~ day off rule. Wheﬁ'*::sbh‘leone'ﬁn'ds _sorn‘eft_hiizn'g'-'_fh'é-”::Wérde:ri-'iikes:,:'

b
B

they get a dayoff. He hopes the Warden likes the fossil.

Stanley shows the fossil to  Mr.Pendansky. Stanley wants

11




He says t_he fossil is not a treasure and Stanley has to

"

keep digg'ing; |

A
Stanley wants the boys to like him. X-Ray is the
O %S )
mmu

leader of TentD. All the boys have nick names. Staniey's

/g\

nlck name is Caveman He does not feel llke a caveman. He

.
L)
. L

Stanley wants a ‘day off.
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£

digging again. When he gets back to camp Mr. Pendansky is

R

talking with all the boys. He wants the boys to make

they are in charg'e of their futures. Stanley's goal is to

& £

find a treasure. Stanley wants a day off.
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Stanley starts digging his fourteenth hole. Aftérf_' -

% |

~lunch he finds something shiny in the dirt. It is a narrow

silver tube about the size of his finger. Stanley ShO'\'A:IiS. it to

y

_ some of the boys. X-Ray takes it from Stanley-

=
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The Warden likes the treasure a lot. X-—Ray gets the day off- g

and extra time in the shower. He gets clean clothes, too. All
‘the boys from TentD get water in their canteens.

L]
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Stanley wants a day off.

15

he really fou_rid”.'.'-

Mr. Pendansky shows the Warden the silvertube.
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The Warden wants the boys to keep Iooklng for

mor:e" treasure. She m-é‘k'eé.f..them:_leok through the piles of

loose dlrt '-'I_;'h:éy:'lo'ok in the dll‘t near X-Rays crater

Zero wants to 'Iearfri_j:"to reéd¢




X-Ray and the other boys treat Stanley nicer. The
- ®°
'Warden tells the boys to dlg faster. She wants them to

W IR S

find more treasure _'_I_'he_ boys get to dig in pairs.

. Digging in pairs is easier than digging alone. But Stanley

3

knows 'theyﬁ-.are___diggiin'g'3 in the wrong place. After they

finish dlgglng for the day, Stanley gets a letter from his

~ mom. Zero wants to learn toread.
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The next day the boys keep dlggmg the same

b ko

&= " m» =

holes. The three holes ‘are so big they become one

- S' | S
= ﬁz g

gianthole. The boys dig longer than the other boys at

A =

Camp Green Lake. Stanley gets hit in the head with a

shovel. Mr. Pendansky, the Warden, and Mr. Sir make him

&s

keep working. The Warden gives up. The boys have not

- %

- found any new treasure. Zero wants to learn to read.‘

, \\\'\!

19




Stanley is much stronger but he is stlll slow dlggmg holes o

~ J
L V]
A

:'__Q";:'?That nlght Stanley writes a letter to his mother. He wants

A =

his mom to think Camp Green Lake is a lot of fun. He tells

frlends - Zero sees Stanley writing a letter. Zero wants

2

~ to learn toread.
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Magnet steals Mr. Sir's sunflower :seedS'.:frbr'h the water truck.

When Mr. Sir discovers his sunflower seeds are gone he =

7 <o

knows the b,oys: from TentD stole them and h_e_':wants them

back. Mr. Sir searches for the seedé'._._lf-l.é fmds the bag of

(s
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sunflower seeds.

' B

The Warden is mad at Mr. Sir for b_ri_ngizhg::-Stanley

&

to her cabin. The Warden pu_ts her special']_'ﬂail polish on

¢ =

her fingernails. The nail polli‘sh has shake veno_r'nj?i:n lt Itrrirs

S ‘ . B AN
: L SRR - - 152 8
. . Sy .. - .
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only poisonous when it is wet. Stanley nee’ds"f'a- friend.
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someone has finished.__digg'ing his hole. He thanks all the

S S5 ’ Y
T '
. P ver
. . SR ...
Lag . . M

boys.: Stanley did not steal the sunflower seeds but he ‘took

5= £,

thé-‘ blame for it. b:6y3?_- has the most digging Ieft;_'

to do.

Stanley knows Zero dug his hole for him.

S ‘:.:;; "
Stanley needs a friend.
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sunflower seeds or the sneakers. - Zero knows Stanley is not

v &

a bad boy. Zero knows Stanley really needs a friend. |

2%

- Stanley decides to teach Zero toread. Stanley also teaches

£ I3
) .
w JErE
SEAE
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:

Zero to write his name. ‘Stanley and Zero work hard.

A g
StanIey needs a friend.
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" That night Stanley lies in his bed. He thinks

about the silver tube he found. He has seen something like
it before. Then he remembers his mother had onelike it. It
‘was the top of a lipstick tube. This one had the letters K.

B. on the bottom. Maybe the letters mean something.

5 7 : g:;
Stanley needs a friend.
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Inthe paSt:-Gre-en--La'ke w_a:é-:ar;beautifu_l - placé.' Every

-y’ea_rj:'j on the Fourthof July everyone would picnic around the

B

) Iaké:.f ‘Kate Barlow wa':s*_fthe ‘only teacher in GreenlLake. She

S ——,

m

made the best spiced peaches in town. She taught everyone

in -the town to read. She taught the children to read in the

:._'day;. She taught the men to read at‘night. Kate Barlow

loved Sam the onion man.

28
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boat.  Kate said no thankyou. Trout was mad.

*

'_3_""Sam believed onions were the secret to a long
“and healthy life. The people of Green Lake got better when

e

they ate Sam's onions. Sam liked to help people. Kate

‘asked Sam _t'of repa|rthe school house.

 Kate Barlqw'-loved Sam the onion man.

29




- Kate paid Sam wnth her delicious

spl,ced.peaches-. Sam made the school house look brand new.

Kate taught Sam to read. Kate and Sam fell in

love. This was a big problem fc'ir_:_j"the'm__j_.b.eca_u_.se- ‘Sam was

A
v/

‘ A

a blackman and Kate was_:' a.-:white-woman. They kissed in

"

the middle of town. It was agamst the Iaw for a blackman

* ' i :  - X :

| to klss a white woman. Sam would have to be hanged




"and the other men burned down

' the school houseKate was mad. She wanted to be with

Sam. They tried to run away together on Sam's boat but

' Trout's boat was faster.

L

~ The town's people killed Sam. Kate killed the

Sy

sheriff and ran away. Kate was an outlaw. Kate was

gone for 20 yea"s | Kété

loved Sam the onion man.

31




 Kate "éVe"rjl:_ fbbbed Stanley's great-great-grandfather.

=

When she returﬁéd.' tq_gﬁ'G'_re'ezn,Lake all the water was gone and

the lake was dry. It had not rained for 20 years. She

He wanted her tréasu're.

-
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Chapter 7

omar”

Stame)’.-f%é_nd%- Z.e_-';‘b Make a Deal o
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~ water canteen. _Ih_Stead: of putting the water in the ‘canteen,

B G N _.

M. Sir pours all the water on the ground. The boys decide to

p—d

f"h'e:lp_:'ﬁfeac'h"'dther. Stanley and Zero make a deal.

34




Mr. Sir. did not fill Sta'hl'e.yes' r'c'a:ri't'een for many days.

Mr. Pendansky gives Stanley extra water jbécause he knows o

e
L

that Stanley is not getting enough. Stanley learns to drink just

‘alittle water every day.

i

Stanley and Zero make a deal_.

35
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 teaches Zero to read and write. Zero works hard to

"?Iearn Zero can write all the Ietters of the alphabet He

B3

One afternoon Stanley hears thunder over the

:__;':f:.r_nOUntain_s._:'He hopes it willrain. The lightning lights up the sky

oy

:_:fa'nd; Stanley sees some rocks on top of the mountain.

‘Stanley and Zero make a deal.

36
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The rocks looklike a fist with a thumb pointing

‘toward the sky. He remembers a;'story._h_i's

his great—great—grandfathe survwed on "God s thumb“ | Stanley

thinks the rocks look like "Godsthumb“

ﬁs

’-_-__—-'
k)

::;:':Here is the deal ‘the the boys make Zero
&
@ T

L

digs h'a_lf of S'tanleyé's ‘holes and Stanley teaches Zero

to read. Stanley and Zero make a deal

37
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- This deal makes the other boys mad. Zig Zag is

the air. Stanley tells the adults about the deal.

Mr Pﬁ-_éhdianﬁs’k:y can not believe that Zero can

read. "-'l-l':e:_' tells Zeroto spell a word. Zero refuses to

spell the wordand i'l\_ljlr:. Pendansky calls Zero stupid.

~ Stanley and Zero make a deal.

38




trouble. Stanley and Zero make

39




Chapter 8

~ Stanley and Zero Find "God's Thumb"

40
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Because ;:_z;ero ran away, S_té’niey has to'_' dig Zero's holes.

Stéhﬁl'ey'worries about Zero. He hopes Zero will make it

f%

across the lake to "God's Thumb”. Zero does not come

e
T .

back. AII_._g'the.aduIts think Zerq will die. All the

. -'inft)_rmation about Zero is destroyed. The next day Stanley |

41




fﬁ_?S'tanléy- walks al'l';.day'_ in the hot sun and sees a lot of

= SR e

holes. He has no water in his --'cj_.'slﬁntjeen.f It is empty.

vy

: _.':".'\&/
AN

- Stanley sees  Zero. He is still alive. Zero needs

adrmk of water. Stanley dra_gé Z:e_rd “to an upside down boat

in the middie of the dry lake. They find jars with
| |

sométhing :SWeétfin -t.h'e'm. They arevery hungry and thirsty.

¥

s Thumb".

42




Zero calls the fruity é'dht'en'ts in the jars

sploosh They eat all the sploosh m the boat. Zero

A = @

~ refuses to go back to Camp Green Lake. Stanley wants to go
to the top of the mountain. |
j_ﬂ_ -

Zero gets very sick from the sploosh Zero

S Se———,

] RS

ate“from the jars that were easy to--o_p'e_n. T_he boys walk

~ for a long time. They carry the shovel, burlap bag, and

y r@%

jars of sploosh. Stanley and Zero f nd "God s Thumb™.

43
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e

boys reach atﬁaﬂllcliff. Staniey wants tdzstop and rest but he

The two boys climb up the tall cliff. Stanley spells words for -

T

T

\Shhers
% -

Zero to say 'He wantsto distract Zero from

feeling so S'ick. 'I.:'.h'ey make it out of the lake and

F A

climb up the side of the mountain.

<D : f‘%

Starl'ley and Zero find "God'sThUmbf_'_.;__- 3 ;
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~ They seé bugs and weeds. Zero throws up and

0

leave the .'shove_l_Ja:nd_-_;bu_rlap_'_bag behind. Stanley is too weak -

R

is mud, there must Jbe_ water. He "digs deép and _finds

k)
!

water. Stanley and Zero drlnkthe muddy water and.'félli-. a_sil_é_ep.-_.

. :j: Stani_ey an_di': Zefro.j ﬁndGodsThumb

45




~ Chapter 9

- . Zero Tells the Truth

46




%S

The boys wakeup early the next ‘mornin_g;._-_-B'eth.'of |

[~
¢

'them ‘are completely exhausted They drink more muddy

&@:

water. Stanley dlgs the hole deeper with his hands He,

2

Zero tells Stanley he stole the sneakers. They

;j::ja'n-d_j_:jars in the bunapbag’; Zero tells the truth.

47




”h'e: carried Zero this far. The friends live on the

that

thé'_éjsn.eajke_rs so he took them. Zero did not know thatthey -

~ belonged to someone famous. Zero tells the truth.

47
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sneakers from a store.

Zero telis the truth.

48
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The boys get stronger They reallze that if Zero

p_Ia:r;:'f.to returnto camp. Stanley keeps thinking about the

" silvertube. Zero tells the truth




| Chapter 50 ,:
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They make it backto camp in oneday. They

K

i:fﬁ'_.. wait until every_bhe-_ is sleeping. They start digging in the

hole where Stanley found the silver tube. Itis pitch black

‘dark outside. He cannét:-see his hand in front of his face.

- Stanley  digs until he hits something hard. It is a metal

3

:::.;._ box. He keeps :digging-.untgil he gets the metal box free.

 Stanley finds a 'treas'ﬁ're.

51




A bright light shines in Stanley's face. ltis the

e o _ LS Ve

" 'Warden. Stanley gives the box to Ze‘r_o‘ to hold. Stanley is

©blinded by the light. He does not see the

o

- yellow-spotted lizards on - Zero. He doesnot know he is =

standing in a nest of poisonous lizards.

~arrive at the hole. They are afraid of the lizards. They wait

~for one to atta_:_:k;'.'St'a"nley finds a treasure.

52




The adults try to make a plan. The sun comes up and the

~ lizards crawl back into the shade of the hole. Zero reads

the name on the box - Stanley Yelnats. The treasure belongs

A R

‘re'c'q&fds were destroyed. Stanley finds a treasure.
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Lake. They ride;-'__;a'way in the lawyer's air-conditioned car.

Theﬁ":_lav_vy'er makes them keep the back windows open

because they smell like onions. Itturns out that lizards hate

onions and the lizards did notwant to bézf'nea.r them. Eating

| -

‘the onions kept them safe. Stanley finds a tr

easure.
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great-great-grandfather.

P

Stanley finds a treasure.

o

The End
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sneakers  shovel







:':::if boy S bad




camp




toothbrush  school house L
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holes

stealing

Stanley







burlap bag

sunglasses
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~ seashell

‘?o

~ desert *




green tomatoes
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- grocery store




~ Lawyer's car




